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For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the reconciling of 
them be, but life from the dead? Rom. xi. 15. 
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GENTLEMEN,* _ iain - olen? ind 
Ir will be no matter of doubt with. you, Lam sure, that the spirit of 





Christianity is diffusive. The preceptive, biographical, and experi-..~ 


mental parts of the New Testament exemplify the truth of this remark. 
Every one will easily recal to mind many such injunctions as this, 
*‘ Freely ye have received, freely give,” and the life of Jesus, and the 
experience of his apostles, afford a practical illustration of so divine, so 
ennobling acommand. The spirit of Christianity, like its Divine Au- 
thor, is, ‘“‘ the same yesterday, to day, and,for ever,” and therefore, all 
who are under its benign influence will, in a greater or less degree, adopt 
the language of St. Paul in reference to those, who are still afar off from 
Ch ist, “ My heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is, that they may 
be saved.” The salvation of sinners is the \desire and prayer of every 
real Christian. He wishes all the children.of Adam to become “the 
children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus,” He is anxious that all 
should partake of the bread that came down from heaven, and live for 
ever. But, whe that feels as he ought, can contemplate the past happi- 
ness, the present degradation, and the future glory of the Jews, without 
entertaining a particular anxiety, and offering a daily prayer for their 
conversion? Many and powerful are the motives to such a disposition 
and practice; one consideration, however, seems to have remained en- 
tirely or partially unnoticed, and that is the national character of the 
Jews as affording, when under the sanctifying grace of God, a striking 
qualification for the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom. This to 
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some persons may appear a strahge assertion, especially when it 18 re- 
membered what odium has for ages been attached to the character of a 
Jew. But whence has that odivm arisen? From a perverted use of 
mental qualifications, which, if properly employed, would promote the 
glory of God and the good of man in no ordinary degree. St. Paul was 
not destitute of the distinguishing characteristics of his nation, but no 
one will deny the utility of their right application, observable in many 
parts of his conduct. Remarkable quickness of apprehension, prudence 
in planning, and perseverance in executing schemes for their support 
and aggrandizement ; tenacious attachment to opinions received as true ; 
and in general, fervent zeal, and rapid fluency of speech are among the 
traits inthe character of the Jews, and to these may be added, patience 
under hardships and disappointments. which disposition of mind has 
been nourished and strengthened by repeated exercise in the long conti- 
nued persecution and reproach to which they have been exposed. How 
valuable are these qualifications with regard to the work in which the 
Jews will most probably be engaged, after their conversion. What able, 
zealous, indefatigable missionaries will they become. How well suited 
for the arduous, but glorious work of promulgating the Gospel. 

It should never be forgotten, that the most eminent disseminators of 
the truth ih past ages were Jews. The fishermen of Galilee and the 
disciple of Gamaliel must ever rank first in the noble catalogue of mis- 
sionaries. And let it be remembered that the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, with which the apostles were favoured in preaching “ among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,” imparted no new mental 
qualities, but only sanctified those, which were before possessed. They 
were certainly enabled by the Holy Ghost to work miracles, but this 
was in confirmation of the truths, which the same spirit had taught them 
inthe same way that he does every real Christian in our day, and 
which they delivered according te their ability arising from ‘natural but 
sanctified faculties and endowments of mind. That these faculties an 
endowments were very similar to those, for which the Jews aie‘at pre- 
sent remarkable, will appear'to every attentive reader of the apostolical 
Acts and Epistles. How animating to the pious mind to contemplate a 
numerous host of Jewish missionaries, similarly qualified with the apos- 
tles, (whose miraculous powers alone are excepted) going forth ander 
the banner of Jesus to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation and to erect 
his’ Kingdom throughout the world’! What may we not expect from 
their exertions? If St. Paul didso much, what may not the Jewish na- 
tion effect,’ when they shall have experienced the same grace, whieh 
induced him to become a preacher of the faith, he once laboured to dé- 
stroy? But ¥ forbear sweh delightful anticipations, and at present shalf 
only add, that the considerations now adduced should excite us to la- 
bour in prayer and in practice, in dependence upon Divine grace, instru- 
mentally to direct the national qualities of the Jews into a proper chan- 
nel: so will they become subservient to the accomplishment of the no- 
blest objects, aud the name of Jew will be associated with sentiments of 
the highest respect and admiration." May the Lord shortly realize these 
cheering anticipations, and speedily fulfil the prophetic word relative to 
the conversion of Israel. 
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SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE 
JEWS IN BERLIN. 


Unpek this title ‘a society was formed in Berlin in February, 1822—under the 
sanction of his Prussian majesty—accompanying the constitution of said socie- 
ty is an excellent address, from which we extract the following :— 


Tue. society, which is formed in Berlin for promoting Christianity 
among the Jews, unites for an object, which is too evidently in accord- 
ance with the dictates of the Gospel, to require an apology with regard 
to their motives—Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, commanded his disciples, 
in his last conversation with them before his ascension into heaven, to 
preach the Gospel to all nations, but—to begin at Jerusalem. 

This society follows, indeed, the steps of the Bible Society, being de- 
sirous, in some measure, to extend the sphere of activity of that excel- 
lent institution ; yet it isa special association, resting on its own ground, 
which, in the first place, will have to direct its exertions towards extir- 
pating those prejudices and misconceptions, and to rectify such errone- 
ous interpretations of the Old Testament, as hitherto have prevented the 
large body of the Jewish people from accepting Jesus Christ as their 
Messiah, the Son of God, and the founder of their tuture glory and sal- 
vation. | 

We devote ourselves to this object with the more zeal, because its 
success will be attended with the downfal of that wall of partition, which 
hitherto separates the interests, the propensities and sentiments of our 
Jewish brethren from our own. Raat aw 

We do not pretend to have discovered either any new truth or any 


new duty! The true Christian religion has always been the same, and. eT 


will remain the same. But we deem the present moment peculiarly fit 
for the universal proclamation of its eternal truths among the descend- 
ants of Abraham, who still are wandering in the desert, and deluded by 
various infatuations, walk with their eyes shut in the midst of lights. 

Our intolerance and our persecuting spirit have for centuries repelled 
from the way of salvation, the brethren of Jesus Christ, according to the 
flesh, and of his apostles, that chosen people of God, to whom belong the 
law and the prophets, to whom the promises were given, and who were 
the guardians of the old revelations. How could we hope that the Jews, 
while such a spirit quenched all Christian charity to them, should look 
upon us as the real possessors of the only true religion, that they should 
believe the Son of God to have recommended to us an universal and dis- 
interested charity, when, instead of it, they only perceived hostility and 
persecution ! 

Through the grace of God this spirit has now given way to feelings, 
which, in every respect, are favourable to a work, which our fathers 
could not have undertaken with any prospect of success. But we may 
hope that the time has arrived, when we can pay off to the Israelites our 
old debt of gratitude. Let us then meet them with open arms, and while 
in the first place we ask their pardon for the cruel intolerance we have 
exercised toward them, we may also move them, en their knees and 
with penitent grief to seek pardon of him, whom the heathen warrior 
declared to be the Son of God, but whom their fathers nailed to an igno- 
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The divine oracle informs us, that a time is to come, when the whole 
earth will recognize the dominion of Jesus Christ, and that, above all, the 
children of Israel will turn to him with genuine and mournful repentance ; 
that the conversion of all the other nations will only be completed after 
their conversion, nay, that the Israelite Christians will be the principal 
instruments in the universal conversion. What more urgent and sacred 
duty can we then have to discharge, than to put the Gospel into their 
hands? For they shall receive it from our hands, from the hands of 
the descendants of converted Gentiles, (Isaiah lxi. v. Rom. xi. 30, 31.) 
How could we withdraw ourselves from a duty which has been so dis- 
tinctly enjoined, which is so important and sacred? and a duty, which, 
if it is performed, will be crowned by God with a peculiar blessing! he 
announces the most terrible vengeance on those, who at any time should 
act as Israel’s enemies, even when his own vengeance should lay heavy 
on the descendants of Jacob. Speaking of his ancient people he said, 
“that he will curse such as curse them;” but he adds, “ that he also 
would bless such, as bless them ;” if we Christians have made advances 
toward the Jews, they also have made steps to meet us. A spirit of exa- 
mination, and a state of civilization, by which a large number of Israelites 
in Germany is distinguished, make them more fit than they were formerly, 
to attend to the language of truth, and more inclined to listen to it, even 
when delivered by our organ. 

The blindness with which Israel has been strack, continues still indeed, 
that the prophecy of God may be fulfilled; but by his infinite mercy we 
in some measure may become the instruments to rescae them from their 
lamentable and distressing state, that they may be reconciled to their Cre- 
ator, and made partakers of the redemption by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Instead of a religion, which in its present form cannot lead either to 
true love of God or to gennine virtue, let us hasten to proclaim to them 
that religion which alone can open the gate of the heavenly- kingdom to 
fallen man, unable in his own strength to restore himself to a state of 
salvation,—a religion which, while it gives us a sense of the deep de- 
pravity of our natare, also leads us to feel and to conceive the necessity 
ofa Redeemer, which guides us in happiness, supports and comforts us 
in adversity, directs us to love our Maker and our fellow-creatures, and 
finally. imparts to the humble Christian the certainty of a heavenly and 
everlasting felicity, because by the triumph of Jesus Christ, the power 
of death has been destroyed, and life and immortality brought to light. 

We close this exposition of our views and sentiments, by humble 
prayers to God, that he in mercy will pardon our neglect of his work, 
und now cause it to succeed in our weak hands, to the glory of his only 
begotten Son Jesus Christ. 


PRESENT STATE OF THE JEWS, FAVOURABLE TO 
ATTEMPTS FOR THEIR CONVERSION. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Pinkerton, to the Committee of the London Society for promot- 
ing Christianity among the Jews. 


Tue nation of the Jews is not to be neglected in this time to favour all 
nations, They have not remained inattentive observers of the signs of 
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the times, nor are the intelligent and thinking part of them unacquainted 
with the conflicts which Christianity has sustained, and the conquests 
which she has gained over her numerous and powerful enemies. The 
extraordinary events which so rapidly succeed each other in our days— 
the fall of modern infidelity, in its direful effects upon the good of society 
—the change which is now working in the moral and religious state of 
all nations, by means of the translation and universal dissemination of 
the Old and New Testament, have had a powerful influence on the hopes 
and fears of many among the Jews, and have brought not a few of them 
to their wit’s end. But there are still more favovrable intimations of 
this people’s being in a state of preparation for receiving the seed of the 
new Covenant doctrine—intimations unknown in the ages that are past. 
Numbers of the Jews, in the countries where I have visited them, have 
fallen off in their rigid attachment to their former superstitions—their 
prejudices against Christians and their religion are lessened—the hatred 
and prejudices of Christians against the Jews are much diminished—the 
willingness with which many of them receive copies of the New Testa- 
ment in the Hebrew language, and read them—the liberty with which 
they both read and converse on the merits of the grand question between 
Jews and Christians, whether Jesus of Nazareth be the Messiah—the 
state of despair in which many of them now are, of their ever beholding 
a Messiah such as they desire—the fact, that the yoke of Judaism has 
really become insupportable to many among them, and that not a few 
are joining the different Christian communions in the towns of Poland 
almost weekly—are intimations of no ordinary kind relative to the na- 
tion of the Jews, and seem clearly to point out that an important crisis in 


the religious state of that people is not far distant. For “ they a'so, if 3 


they abide not in unbelief, shall be grafted into the church.” 

During my late tour through Poland, I had many opportunities of 
gaining information and making observations which tend to illustrate and 
corroborate these statements. Ino where found the Jews unwilling to 
converse with me on the subject of Christianity. I distributed about 
seventy copies of the Hebrew Testament among them, which were al- 
ways well received. I repeatedly entered their synayogues and schools, 
and with the utmost possible freedom argued the points at issue between 
them and us; and [ never found the smallest interruption, buat. on the 
contrary, a great desire in many of the people to hear and to read. At 
Minsk, the Russian Archbishop told me, thal since my visit to him in 
1816, he had baptized fifteen Jews, and had then several candidates 
under a course of instruction. The Catholic Canonicus of the same 
place informed me, that he had lately baptized four Jews. At Witna, 
where the number of Jews is upwards ef twenty thousand, the senior 
Lutheran pastor Nicholas told me, that on the 5th of May last he had 
baptized a married Jewess, whose husband was ulso about to. embrace 
Christianity—on the 16th, a Jewish child—on the 30th of the same 
month, a Hebrew youth of sixteen—on the 10th of June, a Dr. Ber- 
nard with his wife and daughter ; and that he had still four candi- 
dates for baptism under a course of Christian insiruction. He far- 
ther informed me, that on the 6th of May, the Catholics had baptized 
fourteen young men of the Hebrew nation ; and the Police master of 























54 ISRAEL S ABVOCAYE. 


Wilna told me, that since the publication of the wemorable:-Ukaze, 
granting permission to the Jews to join whichever Christian communion 
they choose, he had been present at the baptism of about fifty Jews 
into the Catholic church. Nor is there a town in Poland almosg, 
where frequent instances of Jews entering Christian communions. are 
not to be met with. But what I have already stated, plainly proves 
that there is a favourable change of sentiments in many of the Polish 
Jews towards the religion of Christ, and urgently calls upon those who 
long for the conversion of the ancient people of God, to use means for 


furnishing them with correct knowledge of the Gospel of salvation. 


The number of Jews subject to Russia, is reckoned to be greatly 
above two millions. These reside in the kingdom of Poland and in the 
Russian provinces of Ekaterinosloff, Cherson, Podolia, Titomir, Tscher- 
nigeff, Kief, Mogileff, Witepsk, Minsk, Wilna, Grodna, Bialastoks, the 
Krimea, atid Moldavia. 


~ 
a 


EAGERNESS OF THE JEWS. TO RECEIVE NEW. TESTA- 
MENTS AND TRACTS. 


Many shall run to and fro, and*knowledge shall be increased.” 


‘Pre London Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews, 
in furtherance of this important object, have published several edi-. 
tions of the Scriptures in the Hebrew, and Hebrew, German lan- 
guages , and also a variety of Tracts, illustrative and confirmatory,of 
the divine mission of Jesus Christ, as the Messiah promised, and of 
the truth of the Gospel. These have been committed to their Mis- 
sionaries, and to respectable clergymen, and others, on. the conti- 
nent, who have kindly undertaken to act as agents, for distribution 
among the Jews. From letters addressed to the London Committee, 
by these gentlemen, and also from the reports of their Missionaries, 
extracts from which we purpose to give in this, and in future num- 
bers of the Advocate, it appears, that a very great desire prevails 
among all classes of Jews to obtain the New Testament, as well as 
the Old, and the Tracts published by the London Society. We.haik 
this, as intelligence the most cheering and encouraging, We feel as- 
sured, that if these are attentively read and considered, the veil. of 


unbelief, which has so long covered the hearts of this people, will 


soon be removed ; and they will see and know, that He, whom their 
fathers crucified, was none other than the anointed Saviour, the Re- 
deemer of Israel. Of this, there have been a number of. affecting 
instances, relations of which shall also be given in this, and continued 
in future numbers of the Advocate. 


Metraet of a letter addressed to the Rev. Mr. Thelwall, the Londouw. 
Soctety’s Representative at Amsterdam, by a gentleman, to whom Mr. 
T. had- intrusted a number of New Testaments and Tracts. for dis- 
tribution : | 


‘‘ It was very pleasant to me, some months ago, to, receive from, 
you some New Testaments and tracts, for the use, of the Jews. I 
readily embraced this opportunity of setting to work among the Jews, 
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of whom many live here. . . ‘To this end, | made use of the as- 
sistance of one of my friends here, who was well acquainted with 
them ; and gave him first one of the New Testaments and some of 
the tracts to distribute ; in consequence of which there was quickly 
request made for more New Testaments, which I readily gave, ob- 
serving, with thankfulness to God, how they read, thought upon, and 
conversed with one another over the histories of the New Testa- 
ment. . . . From time to time! have circulated among them in 

. succession, the whole of the tracts, and laid them down before them 
in the Synagogue.” 

In a letter addressed to the Secretary of the London Society, Mr. 
Thelwall states,—‘‘ that he had been informed by the Secretary of 
the Rotterdam Missionary Society, of an application having been 
made, by the directors of the Jewish synagogue in that place, for 
copies of every one of the tracts published by the London Society, 
especially those in which it is proved that Jesus is the Messiah.” _ 

The Rey. Dr. Pinkerton, in an interview with the London Com- 
mittee, stated,—‘‘ that in a district comprehending Russian and Au- 
strian Poland, and a part of Turkey, there were at least three mil 
lions of Jews, among whom there is an unusual spirit of mquiry upon 
the subject of Christianity, and a readiness to receive the New 
Testament, which surpasses expectation. As he himself trayelled 
through their towns, they would often exclaim, ‘ here comes the Bi- 
ble man, and he will give us Hebrew New Testaments.’ ”’ 

‘In confirmation of this statement, Dr. P. read’an extract of a let- 
ter lately received ‘from the Rev. Drs. Henderson and Patterson, 





who were, at the time of writing it. in the heart of this district—  * ° 


They wrote, that at ‘ one place, where there were 16,000 Jews resi- 
dent, they found a Bible Society in active operation, to which se- 
veral Jews subscribed, and not only purchased copies of the Old 
Testament, but seemed anxious also to obtain the New.’ They stat- 
ed likewise, that in the course of their progress, they were furnished 
with the most convincing proofs of the eagerness of that people, to re- 
ceive and read the testimony of the Messiah; in one town, their lodg- 
ings were almost besieged by the Jews, applying for Hebrew New 
Testaments ; and, in a settlement of Karaite Jews which they vi- 
sited, they found the New Testament, not only in general circulation, 
but read without prejudice, and spoken of by the Rabbi himself, in 
the presence of a large company, in terms of the highest respect.” 


Letter from a valuable correspondent abroad, to the Secretary of the 
London Socvety. 


** fugust, 23, 1822. 


‘‘ The one hundred New Testaments in Jewish German, which | 
lately received from the Society (from the London Society’s store at 
Berlin,) have been demanded of me, I can say with truth, every one 
of them, with prayers and entreaties, by Jews from Poland; I have 
not one left. 

An old learned Jew, the grandfather of E A , holding 

up in my parlour a New Testament in his hands towards heaven, 
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exclaimed fervently, ‘ Sir, you may believe me, | read this book day 
and night.’ This ae had no official business with me whatever, and 
stands towards me in no worldly relation whatever. He at his own 
impulse travels to Grodno and Wilna, proclaims Jesus Christ openly, 
and distributes New Testaments and tracts. 

‘“‘ Many Jews have implored me, for'God’s sake, to procure for them 
the whole Bible in their own tongue, offering me a crown, equal to 
3s. for each copy. I think I alone could dispose of 500 copies, at 3s. 


per copy.” 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Hoff, dated 
Kenigsberg, Oct. 22, 1822. 


As soon as the Jews here were apprized of our presence, they 
came in crowds for our books. The first day, after we became 
known, our room was almost always full of Jews ; there wasxthen a 
great fair at Memel, and Jews came from various quarters, especially 
from Silesia, and solicited books. They willingly paid the price we 
asked for the New Testaments and the Prophets. Our books were 
soon disposed of, and we were glad to obtain more from the Rev. Mr. 
Eliel. As many wished to have German Bibles, we obtained of the 
Bible Society here twenty copies, of which we have only five left. 
They paid for the greater part of these Bibles; almost 300 tracts, 
and twenty New Testaments and Prophets were soon distributed. 


Extraet of a letter addressed to the Rev. Mr. M’Caul. | 
Nov. 23, 1822. 


Dear Srr—I am sincerely glad of your safe arrival in England. 
My strongest feelings go with you in your Russian Polish attempt. 
Moritz, in a letter of the 14th of October, describes the Jews as you 
do; he writes from Zytomir ; he says, Six hundred Jews, (and most 
of them teachers and literary students) had visited him in eight days, 
many from Berditchef, of note, who had feared to visit him there ; 
that the cloud is lifting off Berditchef; he had been obliged, as you at 
Posen, to place a watch. to hinder too many crowding in at once; he 
gave out in five days five hundred Hebrew Tracts, 100 Jewish-German, 
and 45 New Testaments, and very well received, with great signs of 
sincerity; he gave out 60 Tremellius to boys from twelve to thirteen, 
studying as rabbies. 


EFFECTS PRODUCED BY READING THE NEW TESTA- 
MENT AND TRACTS. 


‘My word shall not return unto me void.” 


‘The following account of the conversion of a Jew at Leipsic, in 1810, we have 
taken from the Jewish Repository for the year 1813. 


~~. “arene 


A voor student, of the University of Leipsic, having occasion to 
undertake a journey to his distant friends, was in want of the neces- 
sary money for that purpose. He therefore was induced to go to a 
tearned Jew, to pawn his Hebrew Bible and Greek Testament. The 
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latter contained the Greek and German text in opposite columns. 
The learned Jew, little as he valued this book, was however pre- 
vailed upon to give the student half a rixdollar for it. During the 
absence of the student, he undertook to read it through; witha 
view to confirm his mind in enmity against Jesus, to ridicule his per- 
son in the synagogue, and to be the better prepared to testify bis 
zeal for the Jewish faith. His wife and children were not permitted 
to see the book; he was determined to read it alone, as a sworn 
enemy of Jesus, and to discover the falsehood of the Christian reli- 
gion in all its parts. As the student was absent for about seven weeks, 
the Jew had sufficient leisure to perform his task. But as he pro- 
ceeded to read, his surprise increased, and a sacred awe pervaded 
him. In reading some impressive passages he could scarcely refrain 
from exclaiming, Ab, that Jesus were my Saviour! Having com- 
pleted the reading, he was astonished at himself, and exceedingly 
perplexed that, in spite of his earnest desire to find fuel in the New 
Testament for the increase of his burning enmity against Jesus, he 
had discovered nothing deserving of hatred, but on the contrary 
much that was great, sublime, heavenly, and divine. At length he 
charged himself with silly simplicity and blind folly, and resolved to 
open the book no more. In this resolution he persisted some days. 
But the consolatory and heavenly instructions he had read, and which 
had left an indelible impression upon his mind, and the glorious pros- 
pect of life eternal, which had opened before him, did not suffer him 
to rest either day or night; and he resolved to read the New Testa- 
ment a second time, fully determined to be more careful in ascertain- 
ing that Jesus and his Apostles had justly deserved the hatred of all 
Jews, in all ages. Again, however, he was unable to discover any 
thing that was absurd, or which bore the stamp of falsehood, but 
much wisdom, inexpressible comfort for an afflicted mind, and a hope 
of immortality which seemed to rescue him from that dreadful anx- 
iety with which the thoughts of futurity had often filled him. Still 
he could not divest himself of his prejudices, but read the New 
Testament the third time with the following resolution: ‘‘ If I disco- 
ver nothing the third time why Jesus and his Apostles, and their doc- 
trine, should be hated by the Jews, I will become a Christian ; but if 
my wish in first opening the book is now gratified, | will for ever de- 
test the Christian religion.”? During the third reading of the history 
of Jesus, his doctrines, and promises, he could not refrain from tears, 
his soul was affected in a manner which no pen can describe. Now 
he was quite overcome, the love of the most holy and the most lovely 
of the children of men filled his very soul. Being fully determined 
to become a Christian, he went without delay and made his desire 
known to a Christian minister. The student returned from his jour- 
ney and brought the borrowed money with interest, to redeem his 
two books. The Jew asked him if he would sell the New Testa- 
ment. The student was unwilling to part with it, but after some per- 
suasion yielded. What do you demand for it, asked the Jew? A 
rixdollar will satisfy me, was the reply. The Jew opened a chest, 
and laid down one hundred louis d’ors. Take that, said he, gladly 
will | pay more if you desire it. And if at any time I can be of use 
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to you, only apply to me and I will be your friend to the utmost of 
my power. he student was surprised, and supposed that the Jew 
made sport of him. But the latter related to him, what change of 
mind had been wrought in him by reading the New Testament, up- 
braided him with setting so little value on that precious book, and 
said, “‘ never will I part with this book, and you will oblige me by 
accepting the money.” From that time he became a sincere Chris- 
tian. 


The following is an extract of a letter from a converted Jew, on the continent, 
to one of the Secretaries of the London Society : 


** I have formerly been a teacher among the Jews for several years. 
The objects of my instruction were chiefly the Hebrew language 
and the Bible. That in the course of my Biblical instructions, | 
sometimes met with passages which excited doubts in my mind with 
regard to the opinion of the Jews, that the Messiah had not yet ap- 
peared, you will easily conceive. The more I examined those pas- 
sages referring to the Messiah, the stronger became my doubts of a 
future coming of the Messiah. During that period of examination, 
living between doubt and hope, between error and truth, I found 
myself in a most painful state. I therefore turned to the Lord in 
fervent prayer, that he would have mercy upon me, and lead me into 
the path of truth ; and the Lord was merciful to me, a poor sinner, 
and pyt it into my mind to read the New Testament of the Chris- 
tians, although they believe in a crucified Messiah, who has appeared 
long time ago. I went to aclergyman of the place of my residence, 
and requested a copy of the New Testament. He asked me how it 
happened, that I, a Jew, wished to read the New Testament? I re- 
lated to him the unhappy state of my mind, and my doubts as to a fu- 
ture appearing of a Messiah, such as the Jews expected him. The 
clergyman was surprised at my open confession, and said, I was the 
first Jew he had met with who was so anxious to find truth, and add- 
ed, that he would give me a copy of the New Testament as a dona- 
tion; I should but read it with attention, and compare it with the Old 
‘Festament, then he was sure that all my doubts would disappear. | 
was not a little surprised at these words, and gave myself to read the 
New Testament with all diligence. And blessed be the Lord to all 
eternity, who in mercy led me into the way of truth and salvation! 
The light of truth arose in my soul through the Gospel of Christ. 
For after having read the New Testament, the 53d of Isaiah was to 
me no dark mystery, and I understood the prophet Daniel when he 
said that the Messiah would be cut off. [also was enabled to explain 
the words of Zechariah, ‘they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced.’ O may the veil be soon removed from the eyes of all my 
former church-members, that they also may know Him! 

‘** | can assure you,” continues the writer of the above, (who was 
at that time a missionary to his Jewish brethren, under the patronage 
of the London Society,) ‘‘ 1 can assure you that wherever the good 
seed is sown by disseminating New Testaments or tracts, it takes 
root and affords hope of maturing to fruit. I have been here two 
months. and I am astonished at the blessing which the Lord in mercy « 
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grants tomy labour. Wherever [ come, New Testaments and tracts wre 
readily received, both in Hebrew and Jewish German. Many of the 
most respectable Jewish families invite me into their houses, to converse 
with me about religion. Ina neighbouring village, I gave to Jews Testa- 
ments and tracts ; and a Christian assured me afterwands, that now the 
Jews meet every evening, when one of them reads publicly the Testament 
or atract, and all the others listen to it attentively. To a Jew in this 
place, a Christian read a German tract, and the Jew was so much af- 
fected by it, that he began to weep, and requested the Christian to 
tell him more of the Messiah, Jesus. A Jewish family in a neigh- 
bouring Prussian place sent a messenger to me, to request my visit : 
and this family listened a whole day to my explanation of the truth 
as it is in Christ, having already arrived to a degree of conviction by 
reading the Bible and some tracts. On my taking leave, the head 
of the family assured me, that next spring, he, with his whole family, 
would go over to Christianity.”’ 


-_—_ ooo 


CONVERSATIONS WITH JEWS. 


Mr. H. Gortz, in a letter dated Komrau, Dec. 11, 1820, narrates the following 
conversations between himself and several Jews : 


“On the ist of July, seven Jews met in my house. They asked 
all of them for Hebrew books, especially the Prophets. 1 asked 
them, whether any of them could read and understand Hebrew ? 


‘Fhey all answered in the affirmative. And when | hadshown them : - 


the 53d of Isaiah and some other passages, I found that they not only 
could read, but also understand them, as. they explained them without 
difficulty in the German language. While one of them read it loud, 
the others listened with great attention. After a while, one of them 
took out of his pocket the Hebrew New Testament which he already 
possessed, and said, ‘itis curious that the prophets have so clearly 
foretold the facts which are related in the New Testament of Jesus :’ 
and he added, ‘1 for one must confess, that when I read the prophets 
and then the New Testament, nothing can be more clear than that 
Jesus is the true and the real Messiah.’ The other Jews looked upon 
the Christians, who were present, with an eye of veneration, and 
then exclaimed, one after the other, ‘ but what shall we do? We 
cannot help being Jews.’ I replied, so you are now. But whenever 
you begin to believe in Jesus, and to receive him as your Redeemer, 
you cease to be Jews, and enter into the Christian church. I advised 
them to pray to God, that he would give them a true spirit of repent- 
ance for their sins, and enlightened understandings, to read the Scrip- 
ture which testifies of Jesus ; then he would reveal himself to them, 
as Joseph revealed himself to his penitent brethren. They were 
much surprised and affected. 1 then showed them some ouilt publi- 
cations, and now they all surrounded me closely, and began eagerly 
to ask, ‘ pray give one to me; one to me also!’ and they had scarcely 
received them, but they began to read them, and with the tracts in 
their hands, and reading, they left my house, after having expressed 
their most cordial gratitude. These Jews were from 
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about ten (German) miles (fifty English miles) from here. On the 
5th of July, two Jews came to me from —, seven (German) 
miles (thirty-five English miles) from here, to tell me, that they had 
heard from other Jews, that I had Hebrew books to sell, which they 
wished to see. I shewed them the New Testament: after having 
looked into it, they said, ‘ that we have already ;’ and opening a bag, 
they took out a copy of it, whose outward appearance showed, that 
it had not laid there idle, but been frequently read. They now asked 
for the prophets, and were much rejoiced when | presented them a 
copy of them. Upon their question, as to the price, | replied, ‘ they 
might pay for the book, according to the value in which they held it.’ 
They said, ‘ the value is high, for it is an important book, but we are 
poor; yet we will not have it for nothing,’ and paid sixteen groschen 
(one crown and a half ) for it. I asked them now, ‘ what is the state 
of your nation? Is there in many, among your people, an earnest 
desire after the redemption of Israel, or are you all in a state of in- 
difference about it?’ They replied, ‘No: we are not indifferent; 
there is a great emotion in our town also. The New Testament is 
read in many families, and a doubt begins to become more and more 
prevailing, whether Jesus of Nazareth is not the Messiah: and many 
who are convinced of it, are only kept back by the fear of men, from 
coming openly forward. But we really believe, that if our rabbins 
were convinced of the truth of the New Testament, and would con- 
fess Jesus to be the Messiah, of one hundred Jewish families, who 
live in the town, not ten would remain Jews, all would gladly re- 
ceive Jesus.’ They appeared to be very concerned, that their rab- 
bins were so hostile, and that they dared not to open their minds to 
them. ‘ We donot know,’ added they,‘ what will happen. A gene- 
ral apprehension is gone abroad of something new ; and there is none 
who will tell us what it is. Our learned men tell us, the time cannot 
be distant, when the Jews will be relieved. But in what way ? that isa 
question to which they have no answer.’ I advised them to pray to 
God for the light of saving truth, and so they went their way.” 


oe 


SINCERITY IN SEEKING AFTER AN INTEREST IN THE: 
SALVATION OF JESUS CHRIST EVINCED. 


We extract the following from a letter, dated April 18, 1821, addressed to the 
foreign secretary of the London Society, by the Jewish missionary, Mr. Marc : 


6 gave up his situation at Kreutznach, and arrived here with 
a view to become a Christian. He was informed that we could not 
give him any temporal support, and that we saw no chance, in what 
way his wish, to qualify himself for the missionary work, could be re- 
alized. But still he persisted in his determination to become a 
Christian. Heis a man of considerable attainments, diligence, and 
humility. 

ro , residing near Metz, arrived here with , according to 
their mutual agreement, received the same information, and showed 
the same firmness. He was called upon by an acquaintance, a re- 
spectable Jew, who examined him as to his purpose. .He gladly pro- 
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fessed his faith in Christ. The other offered him support, assistance, 
and a recommendation to Mr. Rothschild. He rejected all with con- 
tempt ; and his friend left him with a curse. 

“ has left a very lucrative situation. A Jew having in vain 
endeavoured to shake his determination by all manner of threaten- 
ings, and flattering promises, sent his sister, his aunt, and his old fa- 
ther, to move him by their cries and tears. Some opulent Jews sent 
him invitations, but all in vain. A Jew has told me, that some other 
Jews would have expended 2 or 3000 Carolines to gain over that 
young man from his determination. And how was he addressed by 
us? As to your temporal welfare, we can do nothing for you, but 
you must rely on the Lord alone. When he is asked by an acquaint- 
ance in the street, what he is seeking? His answer is; Salvation / 
Asked by another, what he expects, to become as a Christian ? He 
replies ; Saved! He is full of the love of Christ, and during the 
short time of his residence here, he has already laboured suecess- 
fully in bringing some of his Jewish friends to the knowledge of the 


truth.’ 





tae 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORATING THE CONDI- 
TION OF THE JEWS. 


Tur editor of the Evangelical and Literary Magazine, published at Richmond, 
Va, in the first number for the current year, prefaces, a notice of the establish- 
ment of this Society, accompanied with copious extracts from the first number of 
the Advocate, with the following remarks,—which we take great pleasure in re- 


publishing, as an eneouragement to those in our land who desire and seek the -- 


salvation of this long lost and neglected people : 

That they (the Jews) will be called into the fold of Christ, and united 
in one body with the Gentiles, under the great Shepherd, is assur- 
edly believed by Christians. And there is every reason to believe, 
that this glorious event will be brought to pass by the instrumentality 
of men. This is the general rule by which God has, in every age, 
conducted the purposes of his mercy. Efforts, then, for the conver- 
sion of the Jews, are regarded with peculiar interest by all who ear- 
nestly pray for the coming of Christ’s kingdom in its glory. As this 
subject is considerably agitated at present, we have thought that it 
would be well to afford our readers such information as we possess 
respecting ‘* The American Society for meliorating the condition of 
the Jews.”’ 

And here we remark, in the first place, that our country has the 
glory of being the only nation in the world, which acknowledges the 
Jews as citizens. Recently the state of Maryland has abolished the 
last remnant of superstition and bigotry in her laws, and placed the 
Jew in the same political situation with the Christian. As the fail- 
ure of this measure, on former occasions, excited our indignation, so 
its success affords us real pleasure. We heartily rejoice in every 
triumph of real liberality. As such, we regard the measure just ad- 
verted to, and in the same light do we consider the success which at- 
tends the incipient plans of the American Society. 

This brings us to another remark—it seems peculiarly proper that 
an American Society should be formed for the object specifted. 
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Surely the efiorts ef Christian charity made by Americans, will in a 
peculiar manner commend themselves to the hearts of the children 
by natural descent of Abraham. We have not disfranchised them. 
As they pass us, we do not cry out, ‘“* Dog! and spit upon their Jew- 
ish gabardine :’’ on the contrary, the friendly offices of life are freely 
interchanged with them, and in the intercourse of society, no differ- 
ence is made between them and Christians. What is done by Ame- 
rican Christiaus, then, ought to be regarded as done in kindness. It 
is impossible to conceive any other motive. 

But this will be readily admitted by every liberal mind. At the 
same time, however, many will cry out against the designs of the 
American Society as quixotic; and will speak with unsparing seve- 
rity of this particular direction of the missionary mania, as it is con- 
temptuously termed. But missionaries and their friends have be- 
come accustomed to reproaches of this kind. When the South 
sea mission was instituted by the London Society, there was a 
mighty outcry; and enthusiasm, absurdity, folly, madness, were 
charged even to disgust against its projectors. The Society, howe- 
ver, pursued its purpose, and, in twenty years, a change was made 
in the whole moral habits and sentiments of the people of the Soci- 
ety Islands, which put to shame, at least to silence, these detractors. 
So of other missionary operations. The Gospel operates with a mo- 
ral power ; its operations are therefore slow: but they are sure, 
they are mighty. [tis now silently undermining the horrid supersti- 
tions of Hindostan, the obstinate prejudices of the Chinese, the fierce 
and bloody bigotry of Mohammed. By means of the circulation of 
the Hebrew New Testament, and various religious tracts among the 
Jews on the continent of Europe, a gradual excitement is being raised 
in their minds. The books of the Society in London for the con- 
version of the Jews are widely scattered, and extensively read ; but 
the Jews on the Continent live among a bigoted and prejudiced peo- 
ple ; and the obstacles to their conversion are many and formidable. 
In this situation of things, it is for the honour of American Christians, 
that they have taken up this object of charity, and have determined 
to furnish an asylum for the long neglected and much abused children 
of Israel, in this land of civil and religious liberty ; this land where 
bigotry has no power, and even toleration is not an appropriate term. 
If we do not greatly misjudge the signs of the times, and err as to the 
consequences, which are to flow from this effort of Christian love, it 
is one which will, in the issue, do honour to the United States, diffuse 
far and wide, a correct knowledge of our happy institutions. The 
Jews are a wonderful people ; their history since the last dispersion, 
is written in the book of prophecy ; and the fulfilment of innumera- 
ble predictions concerning them, gives assurance that what remains 
will be fully accomplished. It will be a glory to the nation, that 
shall be concerned in bringing to pass the events that have been fore- 
told. Let this glory appertain to our country. 

The example of America is in many ways operating on the world. 
The principles which we as a nation hold, and have shown ourselves 
resolved to maintain, are a leaven among the other nations ; and the. 
time.is coming, we do fully believe, when our institutions, with suita- 
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ble modifications, will be every where adopted. And the more we 
can by peaceable and lawful means, bring the different tribes and 
people of the earth into contact with us, the more certainly we shall 
let the ‘world see the wisdom of a government established for the 
benefit of the people, and the soundness of the principle which leaves 
religion to the voluntary support of its friends. 

For this reason, among others, we are delightéd to find American 
missionaries distributing tracts in the Greek islands, and conversing 
familiarly with the priests among that interesting people. We are 
delighted to hear of the success of the Foreign Mission School at 
Cornwall, where young men from all heathen lands are taken up and 
educated. And we rejoice that, with the enterprise peculiar to Ame- 
ricans, our missionaries are pervading every region, and spreading 
the maxims of our religion, and our principles of church govern- 
ment, in every part of the world. 

There is, indeed, no political design in all this. Bui we are look- 
ing to the effects which will naturally and undesignedly grow out of 
it. Aresult of some of the efforts made at Cornwall is now before 
us. Ina letter from an Indian, lately published, we find an order for 
a number of books sufficient to form a very handsome little library. 
Among the books thus ordered, we find the latest edition of the En- 
cyclopedia, bound in calf; Scott's E amily Bible, quarto edition, with 
marginal references ; Brown’s History of Missions ; Milner’s Church 
History ; Doddridge, Baxter, Scougal, &c. making altogether more 
and beste books than are to be found in the library of many a rich 
planter or farmer, who has enjoyed the advantages of civilized life ! 

The mission to the Indians has been ridiculed, as much as that to the * 
Jews ; but it is prospering as do all the works of Christian love in 
the present day. And they will prosper. The promises of God will 
be fulfilled. The Jews will be brought in, with the fulness of the 
Gentiles, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. | 





Tue following is taken from “ the Columbian Star,” a weekly paper published 
in Washington, D. C. 

The Jewish nation are certainly the most interesting, for their his- 
tory and character, on the face of the globe,—from the choice of 
them by God as his peculiar people, their theocratical government, 
the splendour of their worship, the glory of their temple, as pre- 
scribed by God, the types and shadows of their forms, ceremonies, 
sacrifices, and all their religious observances ; and perhaps still more 
peculiarly interesting to Christians, from the striking parallel between 
their history and the history and experience of the church of Christ. 

‘¢ What nation will you find, whose annals prove 
So rich an int’rest in Almighty love ? 
Where dwell they now? Where dwelt in ancient day, 
A people, planted, water'd, blest, as they ? 
Let Egypt’s plagues and Canaan’s woes proclaim 
The favours pour’d upon the Jewish name ; 
Theirs were the prophets, theirs the priestly call, 
And theirs, by birth, the Saviour of us all.”’ 
Who will say that this continent, which is favoured above all the 


nations of the earth for civil and religious rights, may not be the 
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country in which the dispersed of Judah and the outcasts of Israel 
shall gather together preparatory to their again flocking to worship 
in Jerusalem ? 


LIST OF SOCIETIES AUXILIARY TO THE A. S. M. C. J. 
(Continued from page 47.) 
SOCIETIES. PRESIDENTS. SECRETARIES. 


Massachusetts. 
Southampton Aux. Soc. John Lyman, Esq. Rey. Jehiel Abbot 


Rhode-Island. 
Newport Aux. Soc. Rey. Dr, Austin Benj. B. Mumford Esq. 


Connecticul. 
Farmington Female Aux.Soc. Mrs. M. Porter Miss Porter 


New- York. 
Newburgh Aux. Soc. Luther Halsey, Esq. Albert S. White 


Shawangunk do. do. Rev. A. D. Wilson Robert Hoey 
Bethlehem do. do. John W. Robins 


Delaware. 
Wilmington Female Aux. Soc. Mrs. Williston Mrs. A. Mac Mullan 


Maryland. 

Annapolis Aux. Soc. Rev. Dr. Davis Alex Magruder, Esq. 
District of Columbia 

Georgetown Aux. Soc. Rev. Dr. S. B. Balch Wm Williamson, Esq. 


Collections made by the Rev. C. F. 5 Frey, for the A. S. M. C. J from 


the 7th of January, to March 3d. 


PENNSYLVANIA. Fredericksburgh, Ep. ch. Rev. W. E. Mc- 


Lancaster, Rev. Wm. Ashmead’s church, 20 07 Guire, 
MARYLAND. Pres. ch. Rev. S. P. Wilson, 


Baltimor?, ist Pres.ch. Rey. Wm. Nevin, 106 50 Richmond, 1st Pres. ch. Rev. Dr. Rice, 
2d do. Rev. Dr.Glendy, 51 18 do. Shockoe Hill, Rev. 


Pres. ch. Tammany-st. Rev. J. M. J. B. Hoge, 
Duncan, . 100 New Methodist chapel, 


German Ref'd ch. Rev. A. Hel- Norfolk, Pres. ch. Kev. Mr. Russel, 

fenstein, - 4074 Baptist ch. Rev. 8. Copecten, 
Three Methodist churches. 118 90 Methodist ch. 
Ref. Pres. ch. Rev. Mr.Gibson, 20 Portsmouth, Presbyterian ch. 


Ttterbin’s ch. a gold ring, Rev. Peiersburgh, do. Rev. B. H. Rice, 53 
Mr.Schneider, .  . . 18-75 ‘NORTH CAROLINA. ~~ 


Baptist ch. Rev. Mr. Healy, 18 Warrenton, Episcopal ch. 
do. do. Kev. Mr. Reis, 17 Lewisburgh Court-house, 


St. Peter’s ch., public meeting, 25 Raleigh, 
Annapolis, Methodist ch... 27 North Carolina University, 


DISTRICT OF C OLUMBLA. Fayetteville, 
* Washington, Rev. Dr. Laurie's ch. . 6 
Rev. Mr. Post's ch. : . 55 
“ Mr. Baker's ch. , - 


Methodist ch., navy yard, : 
Alexandria, St.Paul’s ch. Rev. Dr. Wilmur, 30 81 Col. TGs. of Pinckneyville, 8. C. 


ist Pres. ch. Rev. E. Harrison, 28 62 John n, Esq. do. 
2d do. “ Mr. Andrews, 5358 Damfries. Va. Major Fitzburgh, 


"VIRGINIA. Reedy Creek, Va. Rev. J. D. Williams, 
Dumfries, Rev. S. W. Prestman’s ch. 9 03 
Moneys received into the Treasury during the last month. 


From Mr. Frey, at Norfolk,a os: on ihe From Mr. Frey, adrafton Mr, Cyrenus 

U. S. Bank at Philadel 404 73 Beers of this city, 13D 
——— Messrs. Fridge & M of Balti- ~~ Aux. Soc. Newport, R. bby B. B. 

more, being the amount left in Mumford, Esq. Secretary, 31 6 


their bands by Mr. Frey, - 62102 
4 


Notices, &c. 


The annual meeting of the A S.M.C. J will be held in this city on the day 


after the 2d Thursday in May, at 10 o’cloek A. M. 
“ Israel’s Advocate” will be furnished to subscribers at one dollar per annum. 


Intelligence respecting the Jews, and original communications proper for this 
work, are respectfully solicited. 
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57 Donations received bi by Mr. Frey : 
25 Baltimore, from Mr. Gist, 

aera, og Judge Ray, of Charies- 











